[Phenotypes of smooth muscle cells in carotid arteries in Takayasu's disease].
The phenotype of smooth-muscle cells (SMC) of carotid arteries in health and Takayasu's disease were studied using immunofluorescence. In contrast to unaffected carotid artery, medial SMC were represented by heterogenic cell population. Many SMC in this disease expressed fibronectin with ED-A sequence, contained cytokeratin 8 and were deprived of h-caldesmon. Similar phenotypic characteristics are typical for SMC of embryonal phenotype. SMC with this phenotype are observed in the thickened intima of the carotid arteries in Takayasu's disease. It is supposed that SMC precursors in arterial media are activated in this disease, migrate into subendothelial layer and are responsible for the thickening of the intima.